
                                       

Reference 
Resources 
(Nonfiction) 

 Encyclopedia Textbook Website Thesaurus Dictionary Atlas 
• To inform 
 
 
 
 
 

• to inform 
• to help develop an 

understanding of the 
given material 

• to inform • to use when you 
know the 
definition but 
need a more 
precise word 

• to vary word 
choice 

• spelling 
• meaning of a word 
• pronunciation. 

• To inform about 
the features of the 
different areas of 
the world; maps 

Author’s Purpose 

 

Author’s 
Viewpoint 

• unbiased 
• objective 

• unbiased 
• objective 

• biased 
• unbiased 
• objective 

• unbiased 
• objective 

• unbiased 
• objective 

• unbiased 
• objective 

 

Author’s Tone 
• formal 
• serious 

• formal 
• serious 

• formal 
• serious 

• formal 
• serious 

• formal 
• serious 

• formal  
• serious 

 
Familiar 
Examples 

 
• World Book, both 

print and 
electronic 
versions 

 
• Science textbook 
• Social Studies 

textbook 
 

 
• School 

Homepage 
 
 

 
• Roget’s 

Thesaurus  
 
 

 
• Webster’s 

Dictionary  
 
 

 
• National 

Geographic Atlas  
 
 

 
Distinguishing 
Text Features 
 

• main topics 
• headings 
• illustrations 
• guide words 

• specialized vocabulary 
• main ideas 
• headings 
• highlighted words 
• index 
• glossary 
• illustrations, graphs, 

charts 
• footnotes/annotations 

• main ideas 
• headings 
• illustrations, 

graphs, charts 

• part of speech 
• definition 
• sentences 
• antonyms 
• synonyms 

• spelling 
• capital letters 
• syllables 
• pronunciation 
• parts of speech 
• etymology 
• synonyms/antonyms 
• definition 
• guide words 

• colored by map 
keys 

• title 
• statistics 
• compass rose 
• legend 
• map scale 
• longitude & 

latitude 

 
Organization 
 

• alphabetical 
(people: last 
name first) 

• index 

• units 
• chapters 
• sections 
• study questions 
• objectives 

• title 
• headings and 

subheadings 
• menu  

• alphabetical • alphabetical 
• specialized resource 

information  
ex: maps, states and 
capitals 

• categorized by 
areas 

• categorized by 
purpose: political 
physical, 
population 

 

Kinds of 
Development 

• facts 
• descriptive detail 

• facts 
• descriptive detail 
• examples 

• facts 
• descriptive detail 

•  
• word choices 

• facts 
• word choices 

• facts 
• picturesque 

display, maps  

 
Reader’s Purpose 
 

• to get a broad 
understanding 

• skim to locate 
specific 
information 

• to gain information 
• to gain knowledge of a 

specific topic 

• to gain 
information  
about a given 
topic 

• critical reading 
important 

• to provide 
alternative words 
to make the 
writing more 
precise and to 
repetitive 

• to find out 
definition or use of 
a word 

• to spell a word 
correctly 

• to gain 
information about 
physical, 
political, or 
population of a 
country 
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